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Girl overboard: Point Danger Marine Rescue’s new chief
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Glenda Ashby on board one of the Marine Rescue Vessels in Tweed
Heads.

Blainey Woodham

» Conditions on the
Tweed bar worsen with
no action in sight

POINT Danger Marine Rescue's newest head honcho is ready to put her heart and soul into her
role.

Glenda Ashby is the first female unit commander the half-century old marine rescue has seen, but
the thought of being the first chick in charge had not even crossed her mind.

"I never really looked at that," the dedicated volunteer said.

"All | thought about was guiding the unit, making sure everyone had access to top training to make
our people the top people and keeping the Marine Rescue financially stable to keep this service
going."

The position, which became available after long term serving Unit Commander Bernie Gabriel
retired last month, isn't a gig for the light hearted.

&6 | know what was involved and | thought, well | know that
| am more than capable of doing the job, so | decided I'd
like to take up the position.

"Bernie's been involved since it began, he spent 50 years with the unit," she said.
"l don't think I'll make it that long."

But with 14 years of volunteering already under her belt, she's well on her way.

"l know it was going to be a lot more responsibility," she said.

"I know what was involved and | thought, well | know that | am more than capable of doing the job,
so | decided I'd like to take up the position."

One of her aims is working toward getting younger members of the community involved with
volunteering.

"We're a vital and free service and we're doing something for the community," she said.
"I'd dearly love to get more of the younger generation involved."

Mrs Ashby said it was a very rewarding volunteer organisation and the best part of being involved
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was the péople you meet and the skills you learn.
"l work with and meet all different people from all walks of life," she said.
"Everyone brings a lot of different skills that we can tap into, which is excellent.
"But it is a big ask and there is a lot involved when you're a volunteer here."

The position became hers after an election on
June 16th, but she officially commenced her
two year stint last Sunday.

"It's all done very properly," she said.
In two years another election will be held.

"l like to do at least a couple of years," Mrs
Ashby said.

As part of the job, Mrs Ashby said she would be
over seeing everything.

"l am involved in a lot of areas," she said.

"We've got people in positions, specialised
positions, to oversee all of the areas and make
decisions.

"But | am notified of everything."

Glenda Ashby on board one of the Marine
Rescue Vessels in Tweed Heads. Photo:
Blainey Woodham / Daily News

It's been quite a transition into her new role.

She's gone from 2-3 days a week to practically
a seven day a week job, but the increased
workload and responsibility doesn't bother her
atall.

Blainey Woodham

Before stepping up to the unit commander
position, Mrs Ashby was the treasurer and before that she worked in the Point Danger Marine
Rescue shop and she was also a radio operator.

"Life goes so quickly," she said.
"l won't know where all the time has gone, life's just so busy."

Mrs Ashby discovered the Marine Rescue 14 years ago after her and husband Gary, who is also a
dedicated volunteer, made the move from Brisbane.

She recalled walking past the lookout with her sister when she spotted the Marine Rescue; she
eventually applied and became a radio operator.

Although Point Danger Marine Rescue takes up a lot of Mrs Ashby's time it isn't always her number
one focus.

"l love all the latest music and going to concerts," she said.

"l am a big Pink fan and I've been to Pink's concerts and Coldplay, I've seen them live too.
"l also love movies and reading when | have the time."

Her and hubby Ashby live in the heart of Coolangatta and enjoy dining out.

"The life style here is fantastic," she said.

When she's not relaxing at home, partying at concerts or dining on delicious dinners you can find
her looking after grandsons Kye and Brodie.

"They think I'm a bit of a groovy granny," she said.

"l am young at heart."

She said her family were very proud of her for dedicating time to such a worth cause.

"They recognise what | do, and that makes me happy," she said.

"It gives my grandsons something to look up to and I've bought them up here and they're always

excited."

bernie gabriel, glenda ashby, point danger marine rescue Dailv News
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January

mortgages in 160 years

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. » |

Marketplace
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FURNITURE

Unbeatable School Prices
- Click Here!

Cool Summer Sale - Ends
28 February

Great Getaway Deals
January - Offer Ends 31
Jan

Our Biggest Bedroom Sale
- Ends 2 February

Top Home Loans St. George Vertigo
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Get 0% p.a. on
balance transfers for
12 months

Top Personal Loans Earn Up To 4.35% Cheap Car Loans

LOANS]
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Prop up your savings  Drive a bargain today
with rates up to 4.35%  with loans from 6.99%
p.a. p.a.

Save $1000s today.
Find home loans from
4.51% p.a.

Borrow money on the
cheap. Loans from
6.99% p.a.

Compare Compare Compare Compare Compare
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Local News | National News | World News | Sport| Entertainment| Movie News | TV News | Lifestyle | Travel | Shopping | Business | Real
Estate | Home Loans | Horoscopes | Local Weather | Newspapers in Education

What's on
TV Guide - Now/Next

Movies | Movie Reviews

Tweed Heads Classifieds
Jobs in Tweed | Local Cars for Sale | Local Property Listings | Local Bargains for Sale | Local Obituaries | Local Personals | Local Notices
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Audience Panel | About Us | Contact Us | Use our Content| Home Delivery | Photo Sales | Letters to the Editor| Competition Terms

APN News & Media
Digital Advertising | Group Sites | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

Page4/4


http://www.gladstoneobserver.com.au/news/exercise-fan-leave-me-alone/2120656/
http://www.southburnetttimes.com.au/news/driver-clocked-170kmhr-between-blackbutt-and-yarra/2120818/
http://www.caboolturenews.com.au/news/new-magistrates-join-regional-areas/2120745/
http://www.whitsundaytimes.com.au/news/meet-the-lucky-car-winner/2118749/
http://www.whitsundaytimes.com.au/news/proserpine-home-wins-light-comp/2118797/
http://www.whitsundaytimes.com.au/news/year-wraps-up-for-our-cruise-ship-ambassadors/2118796/
http://www.whitsundaytimes.com.au/news/christmas-church-services-in-the-whitsundays/2118748/
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26520/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS1
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26520/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS1
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26522/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS2
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26522/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS2
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26516/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS3
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26516/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS3
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26518/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS4
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26518/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS4
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26524/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS5
http://data.apn.com.au/apnau/adclick/FCID=26524/random=81321678194/viewid=81321678194/site=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS/area=REGTWEEDDAILYNEWS.NEWS.STORY.HME/keyword=/SIZE=MP1/POS=POS5
http://mozo.com.au
http://mozo.com.au/home-loans?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=HL_forsale451&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/home-loans?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=HL_forsale451&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/home-loans?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=HL_forsale451&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/credit-cards?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=CC_stgeorgevertigo&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/credit-cards?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=CC_stgeorgevertigo&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/credit-cards?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=CC_stgeorgevertigo&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/personal-loans?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=PL_neon&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/personal-loans?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=PL_neon&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/personal-loans?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=PL_neon&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/savings-accounts?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=SA_piggybeach&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/savings-accounts?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=SA_piggybeach&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/savings-accounts?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=SA_piggybeach&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/car-loans?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=CL_golf&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/car-loans?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=CL_golf&mz_source=apn
http://mozo.com.au/car-loans?utm_source=APNDigital&utm_medium=Strip&utm_campaign=CL_golf&mz_source=apn
http://www.apn.com.au
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/group_sites/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/contact/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/news/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/news/national/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/news/world/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/sport/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/entertainment/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/entertainment/movies/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/entertainment/tv/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/lifestyle/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/lifestyle/explore/
http://shopping.mydailynews.com.au/catalogues.html
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/business/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/real-estate/
http://home-loan.mydailynews.com.au/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/horoscopes/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/weather
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/NiE/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/whats-on/tv/guide/now-next/10/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/whats-on/movies/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/whats-on/movies/reviews/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/jobs/
http://www.localclassifieds.com.au/ipswich/motoring/
http://www.localclassifieds.com.au/gold-coast-tweed/real-estate/
http://www.localclassifieds.com.au/gold-coast-tweed/
http://www.localclassifieds.com.au/gold-coast-tweed/notices/funeral-notices/
http://www.localclassifieds.com.au/gold-coast-tweed/personals/
http://www.localclassifieds.com.au/gold-coast-tweed/notices/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/panel/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/aboutus/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/contact/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/Use-Our-Content/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/homedelivery/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/buy-photos/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/contact/feedback/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/competitionterms/
http://www.apndigital.com.au/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/group_sites/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/privacy/
http://www.mydailynews.com.au/terms/

